Opportunistic cervical screening at a sexual health clinic.
Women attending sexual health services may be higher risk for cervical cancer than the general population. In the United Kingdom, where a national cervical screening programme is underway, sexual health clinics no longer routinely offer their attendees cervical smears. Abnormal cervical smears add considerably to the workload of a sexual health service. In the absence of an organised national cervical screening programme in Ireland opportunistic screening is heavily relied upon. Opportunistic screening is performed in primary care, sexual health services and other women's health services. In the absence of this opportunistic cervical screening treatable pre-cancerous lesions may go unrecognised.